Representative Government

Promote an open governmental system that is representative, accountable and responsive.

Founded by the activists who secured voting rights for
women, the League has always worked to promote the
values and processes of representative government. Pro-
tecting and enhancing voting rights for all Americans,
assuring opportunities for citizen participation, working
for open, accountable, representative and responsive
government at every level—all reflect the deeply held
convictions of the League of Women Voters.

The League worked courageously to protect fundamen-
tal citizen rights and individual liberties against the
threats of the McCarthy era. In the 1960s, attention
turned to securing “one person, one vote” through ap-
portionment of legislative districts based substantially
on population. In the 1970s, members worked to
reform the legislative process and open it to citizen
scrutiny, and to balance congressional and presidential
powers. The League also sought to reform the cam-
paign finance system to reduce the dominance of spe-
cial interests, affirmed support for the direct election of
the President and fought for full voting rights in Con-
gress for the citizens of the District of Columbia.

In the 1980s and 1990s, the League worked to break
down the barriers to voting, first through reauthoriza-
tion of the Voting Rights Act and then through a cam-
paign for passage and implementation of the landmark
National Voter Registration Act. Campaign finance
reform, with a focus on public financing and on closing
loopholes, again was a major activity at the federal and
state levels, with the goal of enhancing the role of citi-
zens in the election and legislative processes. The fight
for DC voting rights was reinvigorated in the late
1990s.

Also in the 1980s and 1990s, the League worked to en-
sure the constitutional right of privacy of the individual
to make reproductive choices and opposed term limits
for legislative offices.

The League’s “Making Democracy Work” campaign,
launched in 1996, focused on five key indicators of a
y
healthy democracy: voter participation, campaign
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finance reform, diversity of representation, civic educa-
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tion and knowledge, and civic participation. The 1998

Convention added “full congressional voting represen-
tation for the District of Columbia” as a component of
the campaign. State and local Leagues measured the
health of democracy in their communities, reported the
results and worked with other groups to seek change.
The LWVUS report, “Charting the Health of Ameri-
can Democracy,” took a nationwide measure and made
recommendations for change.

At Convention 2002, the League decided to update its
position on the Selection of the President, focusing not
only on the electoral process but also on the other fac-
tors that affect the race for the President—e.g., money,
parties, and the media. The position was expanded and
formally approved at Convention 2004.

The League’s five-year fight for campaign finance
reform paid off in March 2002 when the President
signed the historic Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act
into law. The League was instrumental in developing
this legislation and pushing it to final enactment, and
remains vigilant in ensuring the law is enforced and
properly interpreted in the courts. Today the League is
pushing for legislation to reinvigorate the public financ-
ing system for president and to institute congressional
public financing as well.

In 2000, when the elections exposed the many prob-
lems facing our election administration system, the
League leaped into action. Bringing our coalition allies
together, the League worked to ensure that key reforms
were part of the congressional debate. In October 2002,
the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) was signed into
law. This major piece of legislation authorizes funds for
each state to improve the operation of elections accord-
ing to federal requirements.

Throughout the next biennium, the League fought to
ensure that the requirements of HAVA were imple-
mented in ways to assure voter access. The League
created a public awareness campaign in 2004 called 5
Things You Need To Know on Election Day designed to
educate voters about the new requirements and the
steps each voter could take to protect access. The cam-
paign received major publicity throughout the election



season. This project was continued in Election Season

2006.

At Convention 2004, the League revised its stand on
voting systems to assure that they would be secure, ac-
curate, recountable and accessible, and that technologi-
cal innovation would be allowed. At Convention 2006,
this position was further revised by a resolution calling
for all election systems to have a voter verifiable paper
ballot or record that could be randomly audited.
Throughout this period, the League continued to mon-
itor all federal legislation on ballot systems and other
election administration issues, and in 2006 launched a
highly successful Public Advocacy for Voter Protection
(PAVP) project in which the League president visited
six key states to promote issues of voter protection and
education.

The PAVP project continued through 2007-2008 and
into 2009 as the League engaged in targeted state-based
advocacy. The LWVUS collaborated with state Leagues
to enhance their public education and advocacy efforts
to push back against the assault on voters’ rights. These
efforts were expanded from nine to fourteen states in
2008 to provide more in-depth support and assistance
to fight onerous barriers to voter participation and en-
sure election laws and processes are applied in a uni-
form and non-discriminatory manner.

Throughout 2008, the PAVP project helped to remove
or mitigate barriers to voting by underserved popula-
tions, and to advance the capacity of state Leagues to
become even more effective advocates in five focus areas
identified by the League as essential to protecting the
votes of all citizens and improving election administra-
tion overall. The areas are: 1) Opposing ID and docu-
mentary  proof-of-



