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• Re-establish LWVUS/EF within coalitions as key player

Exercising Our Power - Coalitions  

State Lead for EP Coalition Visibility at Coalition Events An HR1 Influencer 



• For the People 
Act (HR1)

• Voting Rights 
Advancement Act 
(HR4)

• Native American 
Voting Rights Act 
(S739)

Exercising Our Power – “On the Hill”
Re-establish and raise LWVUS’ influence with legislators 



For the People Act: Senate Strategy



Exercising Our Power – In the States
Congressional Action



Reform Priorities

• Automatic voter 
registration

• Online voter 
registration

• Election day 
registration

• Expanded early voting

• Community-based 
voter registration

• Improving polling 
place management

Exercising Our Power – In the States
State-level Action



Exercising Our Power – In the States
State-level Action

• 4.3m voters protected 

• Won NVRA compliance in 
Indiana, Alabama, and 
Maine

• Community-based voter 
registration defense



Exercising Our Power – In the Courts 

• FY19 Active Lawsuits: 20
• Redistricting (6)

• NVRA (5)

• Elections (5)

• Census (2)

• Voter ID (1)

• Climate Change (1)



Redistricting Wins



League of Women Voters of North 
Carolina v. Rucho



Exercising Our Power - Mobilization
Redistricting Grant Success!

• While redistricting reform is a 
focus for Leagues across the 
nation, Leagues are conducting 
robust grassroots advocacy, 
education, and mobilization 
(medium purple). 

• League efforts led to passage of 
redistricting reform ballot 
initiatives in 5 states in the 2018 
Midterm Election (dark purple)



Building Power – Voter Registration 

1. New Citizens: $30K to support 750 
ceremonies

2. National Voter Registration Day: 
Premiere Partner

3. Low Income Housing - pilot
4. VOTE411
5. Youth Voter Registration Project: 

$50K to support a record 59 
Leagues in 600 schools



Pass-through Grants
Voter Registration, Education and Protection and Redistricting

Total 2019: $443,000+

Millions of voters are protected, registered and engaged thanks to 
national League programs. In just two years, the national League 
supported 164 grant programs in 32 states, providing a total $345,452 in 
grant funds to state and local Leagues.

10+ grants

5-9 grants

1-4 grants



Building Power – VOTE411 

1. Over 4.5 million users in the last year
2. Over 300 Leagues from 34 states used VOTE411 in 2018 

to create voters’ guides for their communities
3. Published 26,635 candidates from 14,716 races for the 

2018 General Election. 
4. LWVEF staff and interns contacted nearly 5,000 of these 

candidates in collaboration with state Leagues
5. Leagues from 24 states have signed up in 2019

Upcoming
1. Redesign of user experience (sneak peek coming up)



Building Power – Voter Mobilization

1. 800,000+ voter contacts

2. Email communications

3. Custom follow-ups from 
grantee Leagues

4. FL postcard to new registrants

5. SMS/texting pilot
6. Pilot: Joint effort between 

LWVEF/LWVNJ – phone 
banking and mailing



Demonstrating Our Power – Local 
Communities

• 15,000 election related events

• 180,000 volunteer hours

• 188,000 voters registered

• 1,000+ meetings with state and local elections officials

• 5 million voters educated

• 1 million printed materials

• 75% hosted debates/forums
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VOTE411 Redesign
High Level Goals

Digestible & Shareable 
Information

Accessible to ALL

100% Mobile Capable 

Dynamic Scaling

Expand our Reach

Localized Experience

Multilingual

Personalized Experience

Revenue & Donations

Clear Branding

Personalization

Partnership Scalability



Thank You!
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The rest are all 
slides I didn’t 
end up using. 
Some were cut 
due to time 
some content 
was just 
included in 
another slide.



2019 Efforts

• Dream and 
Promise Act

• Money In Politics

• Environment 
and Price on 
Carbon

Federal Legislative Update
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Census Reform: What’s Next 

• Litigation Landscape: 3 
sets of cases

• Is LWV involved in 
Census Litigation? YES!

• Will citizenship question 
be on 2020 Census? 
PROBABLY...



State Legislative Activities



• Focus work on activities that address representational bias

• Integrate national, state, and local activities in new ways

• Focus on state Leagues

• Continue to “Do Business Differently”

• Big Hairy Audacious Goal(s)

Vision



• VOTE411.org redesign process

• Leagues from 22 states already signed up to use VOTE411 
in 2019.

• 450 races published on the site and many more are 
scheduled as local elections are coming up!

• To join with your colleagues on this critical project or to 
learn more, contact Megan Brown (mbrown@lwv.org).



Throughout the biennium, VOTE411.org helped more than 5.3 million voters. 
VOTE411 ultimately provided information about nearly 24,000 races across 
the country, including information about 45,000 candidates in 2016 alone.

2018 VOTE411 Coverage by State 
and Local Leagues

The darker the color, the 
broader the coverage. 



The League has 
sent 120,911 letters 
to Congress or a 
federal agency in 
the last year



This year, 
LWVUS has 

sent 17 action 
alerts on 
Making 

Democracy 
Work!



Leagues held 1,000+ 
meetings with elections 
officials before Election 
Day 2016!



Building Our Power – “On the 
Hill”
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