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_______, 2020 
 
To: [Insert name of Senator] 
 
From: [Insert Name, Title, and League]  
 
Subject: Additional election funding related to COVID-19

The League believes that funding and support of our communities is essential during this time. Congress must focus their efforts to repair a downward turning economy, put people back on their feet after unforeseeable job and income loss, and ensure the safety of all communities. But Congress must also pass additional measures in the next stimulus bill that would fully fund state election efforts so that states and localities can administer the 2020 elections in a safe, fair, and accessible manner through expanded early voting, preserving in-person voting options, and by instituting universal no-excuse absentee voting. 

To adequately undertake these important measures and ensure that the November 2020 elections are safe, adequate funding that only the federal government can provide, is required. Congress must provide all states and the District of Columbia with at least $4 billion to prepare for the remaining 2020 elections in a timely manner. Congressional funding provided through the CARES Act earlier this year, was a good first step but additional funding is needed. 

In the last coronavirus response package, Congress provided only [insert election funding amount here, see] to [insert state] for election assistance. While a step in the right direction, we stand with our election administrators in understanding that sum will defray only a fraction of the costs associated with implementing the necessary adjustments to safeguard the electoral process. [Insert any supportive statements  by your election administrators  or other state officials that could provide helpful validation about the need for additional funding]. In its next package, Congress must provide an additional $3.6 billion total to help all states prepare for 2020 elections amid the COVID19 crisis.  

To operate successfully, states must be free to allocate this funding to their elections without requirements to match any or all of the funding provided by the federal government. States are already experiencing increased costs associated with containing the pandemic and fighting to overcome severe damage to their economies. Any funding allocated by Congress must include accountability measures that provide latitude to states for instituting precautionary measures around elections, while ensuring that the earmarked funding for elections is directed towards response efforts related to the upcoming elections. [Insert relevant issue re elections in your state here, i.e. primary mishaps, legislature refusing policy changes, etc.]

Many voters – particularly people of color, Native Americans, people with disabilities, limited English proficient citizens, students, and other historically marginalized citizens –will not have equal access to the ballot box, and the promise of our democracy will not be fulfilled unless states offer voters a range of options through which to submit completed ballots. Voters, armed with options, can make Election Day plans that best suit them. The League of [insert name] asks that you work with your fellow Senators to provide states the critically needed election funding so that our election administrators can safely, ably, and efficiently complete their important job.

Funding is needed for these important measures:

· [Insert examples of Voter Education policies/practices]
· [Insert examples of Voter Registration policies/practices]
· [Insert examples of Early Voting policies/practices]
· [Insert examples of Absentee balloting policies/practices]
· [Insert examples of polling place adjustments policies/practices]

If we are to have protected and effective elections in 2020, we must have adequate resources to administer both vote-by-mail and in-person options safely and accessibly for all. We urge you pass the necessary funding so that together we can safeguard all of our 2020 elections.

Sincerely,

[Insert Name, Title and League]
image1.jpg
L LEAGUE OF
. WOMEN VOTERS'




