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H.R. 4: THE VOTING RIGHTS ADVANCEMENT ACT 
Lead Sponsors: Reps. Terri Sewell, John Lewis, Joaquin Castro, Judy Chu   
Original Cosponsors (As of 3/15/2019): Adams, Aguilar, Allred, Axne, Barragán, Bass, Beatty, Bera, Beyer, Bishop, Blumenauer, Blunt Rochester, 
Bonamici, Boyle, Brown, Brownley, Bustos, Butterfield, Carbajal, Cárdenas, Carson, Cartwright, Case, Casten, Castor, Cicilline, Cisneros, Clark, Clarke, 
Clay, Cleaver, Clyburn, Cohen, Connolly, Cooper, Costa, Courtney, Cox, Craig, Crist, Crow, Cuellar, Cummings, Davids, Danny K. Davis, Susan Davis, 
Dean, DeFazio, DeGette, DeLauro, DelBene, Delgado, Demings, DeSaulnier, Deutch, Dingell, Doggett, Doyle, Engel, Escobar, Eshoo, Espaillat, Evans, 
Finkenauer, Fletcher, Foster, Frankel, Fudge, Gallego, Garamendi, Jesús García, Sylvia Garcia, Gomez, Gonzalez, Gottheimer, Green, Grijalva, 
Haaland, Hastings, Hayes, Heck, Higgins, Hill, Himes, Horn, Horsford, Houlahan, Hoyer, Huffman, Jackson Lee, Jayapal, Jeffries, Eddie Bernice 
Johnson, Henry C. "Hank" Johnson Jr., Keating, Kelly, Kennedy, Khanna, Kildee, Kilmer, Kim, Kind, Kirkpatrick, Krishnamoorthi, Kuster, Lamb, Larsen, 
Larson, Lawrence, Lawson, Barbara Lee, Susie Lee, Andy Levin, Mike Levin, Lieu, Loebsack, Lofgren, Lowenthal, Lowey, Lujan, Luria, Lynch, Carolyn 
B. Maloney, Sean Patrick Maloney, Matsui, McBath, McCollum, McEachin, McGovern, McNerney, Meeks, Meng, Moore, Morelle, Moulton, Mucarsel-
Powell, Murphy, Nadler, Napolitano, Neal, Neguse, Norcross, Norton, Ocasio-Cortez, O’Halleran, Omar, Pallone, Panetta, Pappas, Pascrell, Payne, 
Pelosi, Perlmutter, Peters, Phillips, Pingree, Plaskett, Pocan, Porter, Pressley, Price, Quigley, Raskin, Rice, Rose, Rouda, Roybal-Allard, Ruiz, 
Ruppersberger, Rush, Ryan, Sánchez, Sarbanes, Scanlon, Schakowsky, Schiff, Schneider, Schrier, Bobby Scott, David Scott, Serrano, Shalala, 
Sherman, Sherrill, Sires, Slotkin, Adam Smith, Soto, Spanberger, Speier, Stanton, Stevens, Suozzi, Swalwell, Takano, Bennie Thompson, Mike 
Thompson, Titus, Tlaib, Tonko, Torres, Trahan, Trone, Underwood, Vargas, Veasey, Vela, Velázquez, Wasserman Schultz, Waters, Watson Coleman, 
Welch, Wexton, Wild, Wilson, Yarmuth 
 

H.R. 4, the Voting Rights Advancement Act (VRAA) restores the protections and enforcement of the Voting 
Rights Act (VRA) to its former strength after being gutted by the 2013 Shelby County v. Holder Supreme Court 
decision.  
 

The VRAA responds to the wave of voter suppression tactics enacted by states and localities since that decision, 
requiring states with a recent history of voter discrimination to seek federal preclearance for election changes. 

 

What other tools does the VRAA provide to protect the vote?  
The VRAA requires a nationwide, practice-based preclearance for “known discriminatory 
practices,” including the creation of at-large districts, inadequate multilingual voting 
materials and cuts to polling places. The VRAA increases transparency by requiring 
reasonable public notice for voting changes. The bill also allows the Attorney General 
authority to request federal observers to be present anywhere in the country where a 
serious threat to voter access and fair elections exists.  
 

Which states would be covered by the VRAA? 
Under the VRAA, there are 3 ways to become a “covered jurisdiction:” 

1. States with a history of 15 or more violations at any level in the previous 25 
years; or 

2. States with a history of 10 or more violations, if one violation occurs at the 
state level in the previous 25 years; or 

3. Political subdivisions or localities with 3 or more violations in that subdivision in the previous 25 years 
The VRAA defines a Voting Rights violation as:  

1. Final judgment of violation of 14th or 15th Amendment;  
2. Final judgment of violation of the Voting Rights Act;  
3. Final judgment of denial of declaratory judgment;  
4. Objection by the Attorney General; or 
5. Consent Decree, settlement or other agreement   

What voter suppression tactics have states used since Shelby County v. Holder? 
Since the Shelby decision, nearly two-dozen states implemented restrictive voter ID laws and previously-covered 
states have closed or consolidated polling places, shorten early voting and impose other measures that restrict 

SUMMARY: The Voting Rights Advancement Act seeks to restore Section 4 of the Voting 
Rights Act by developing a process to determine which states and localities with a recent 
history of voting rights violations over the last 25 years must preclear election changes with the 
Department of Justice.  
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voting. Now, with the Supreme Court’s 2018 ruling in Husted v. A. Philip Randolph Institute, states may purge 

voters from voter registration rolls if they miss voting in a federal election cycle. 
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