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Housekeeping

All trainings will be recorded to 
keep accurate notes to share with 
attendees and others after 
the call.

If you are not speaking, please 
mute yourself to minimize 
sound issues.

Make sure you identify yourself 
(name, League, State 
& pronouns) 
when asking questions

Staff will be monitoring the 
chat box. If you have 
any questions or thoughts 
throughout the call, please 
feel free to drop them in the chat 
box.



Community Norms

Bring your full self and limit distractions

Use the chat box to add thoughts, experiences, 
and/or questions

What is learned here, leaves here

No one knows everything, together we know a 
lot

Don't yuck my yum

Oops, ouch, and educate

Assume best intentions



Presenters 

Jessica Jones Capparell
(she/her)

Director of Government Affairs
jjones@lwv.org

Rebecca Goldman
(she/her)

Justice Reform
Legislative and Policy Specialist

rgoldman@lwv.org

Rommel Sandino
(he/him/él)

National Senior Organizing Manager

rsandino@lwv.org

mailto:jjones@lwv.org
mailto:kpandey@lwv.org
mailto:jjones@lwv.org
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Part I: State of Play
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Precedent:

• Roe v. Wade (1973)

• Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992)

Threat:

• Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization

• Challenging Mississippi’s 15-week abortion ban

• Leaked draft opinion

The Constitutional Right to Abortion

https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/roe_v_wade_(1973)
https://www.lwv.org/legal-center/dobbs-v-jackson-womens-health-organization
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/05/02/read-justice-alito-initial-abortion-opinion-overturn-roe-v-wade-pdf-00029504


The Women's Health Protection Act

• Federally codify right to receipt and provision of 
abortion services

• House of Representatives

• 2021: passed (H.R.3755)

• Senate

• Feb. 2022: blocked (S.1975)

• May 2022: blocked (S.4132)

Federal Codification of Reproductive 
Choice: U.S. Congress

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3755
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1975
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/4132


LWVUS Filibuster Stance

May 2022

In light of the League’s position on voting rights and 
reproductive rights and the current roadblocks 
preventing the passage by Congress of critical legislation 
on our priority issues, the LWVUS board of directors 
hereby supports filibuster reform including the elimination 
of the filibuster.



26 states prepared to ban abortion

• 22 states certain to ban abortion

• State constitutional amendments (5 states)

• “Trigger” bans (13 states)

• Near-total bans

• Gestational limits

• Six-week bans (11 states)

• 15-week bans

• 4 states likely to ban abortion

State Legislation: Banning Abortion

Photo: Fortune (edited)

https://www.guttmacher.org/article/2021/10/26-states-are-certain-or-likely-ban-abortion-without-roe-heres-which-ones-and-why
https://19thnews.org/2022/05/abortion-rights-restrictions-laws-in-your-state/
https://fortune.com/2022/05/03/roe-v-wade-abortion-rights-overturned-states-affected/


• Gestational limits

• Constitutional amendments

• Clinician and facility requirements

• Abortion method bans

• Parental involvement requirements

• Mandated counseling, ultrasounds, or waiting periods

• Public funding and private insurance restrictions

State Legislation: Restricting Abortion

Source: Guttmacher Institute

https://www.guttmacher.org/article/2019/08/state-abortion-policy-landscape-hostile-supportive


State Abortion Laws and Restrictions

Source: Planned Parenthood Action Fund

https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/abortion-access-tool/US


• 16 states and the District of Columbia

• Throughout pregnancy (4 states and D.C.)

• Up to fetal viability (12 states)

State Legislation: Protecting Abortion

Explicit/potential state
constitutional protection

Generated with mapchart.net

https://www.mapchart.net/usa.html
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Action and Resources
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Goals:

• To educate and influence public opinion

• To influence local, state, or federal legislation

Forms:

• Social media

• Press releases

• Op-eds

• Letters to the editor

• Events

• Petitions

• Action Alerts

• Lobbying

Advocacy

Source: Planned Parenthood
Source: Center for Reproductive Rights

Source: NARAL Pro-Choice America

Source: Planned Parenthood

https://www.facebook.com/PlannedParenthood
https://reproductiverights.org/oklahoma-becomes-first-state-to-entirely-ban-abortion/
https://act.prochoiceamerica.org/a/scotus-leak-pledge?ms=web_SCOTUS_direct_20220512actionitem
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/rightfully-ours/bans-off-our-bodies


LWVUS Reproductive Choices Position

LWVUS believes…

• Public policy must affirm the constitutional right of privacy 
of the individual to make reproductive choices

• Every U.S. resident should have access to a basic level of 
quality health care at an affordable cost, including abortion

• Individual rights protected by the Constitution should not 
be weakened or abridged

https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/LWV-impact-2020.pdf


Issue Statistics:

• Banning abortion could lead to a 21% increase in pregnancy-related deaths and a 33% increase among 
Black women (University of Colorado Boulder)

• 61% of U.S. adults think abortion should be legal in all or most cases (Pew Research Center)

Resources:

• State abortion bans and protections: Kaiser Family Foundation, Guttmacher Institute

• State abortion restrictions: Guttmacher Institute

• State trigger bans: Guttmacher Institute

• State gestational bans: Guttmacher Institute

• Medicaid coverage of abortion: Guttmacher Institute (overview, state funding)

• Insurance coverage of abortion: Guttmacher Institute

• Medication abortion: Guttmacher Institute

• State abortion fact sheets: Guttmacher Institute

• State abortion ban/restriction/protection/without Roe breakdown: Center for Reproductive Rights

• LWVUS Blog Post: “What’s Going on with Reproductive Rights?”

Advocacy Resources

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34693444/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/05/06/americas-abortion-quandary/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/state-indicator/state-policies-protecting-or-restricting-legal-status-of-abortion/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22State%20Law%20Expressing%20Intent%20to%20Limit%20Abortion%20to%20Maximum%20Extent%20Permitted%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.guttmacher.org/state-policy/explore/abortion-policy-absence-roe
https://www.guttmacher.org/state-policy/explore/overview-abortion-laws
https://www.guttmacher.org/article/2022/06/13-states-have-abortion-trigger-bans-heres-what-happens-when-roe-overturned
https://www.guttmacher.org/state-policy/explore/state-policies-later-abortions
https://www.guttmacher.org/evidence-you-can-use/medicaid-coverage-abortion
https://www.guttmacher.org/state-policy/explore/state-funding-abortion-under-medicaid
https://www.guttmacher.org/state-policy/explore/regulating-insurance-coverage-abortion
https://www.guttmacher.org/article/2022/02/medication-abortion-now-accounts-more-half-all-us-abortions
https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/state-facts-about-abortion
https://reproductiverights.org/maps/what-if-roe-fell/
https://www.lwv.org/blog/whats-going-reproductive-rights


• Connecting People to Care:

• Abortion continues to be legal and financial resources are 
critical to provide services to people with need.

• Donate to the National Network of Abortion Funds, a network 
of organizations working at the intersection of racial, economic, 
and reproductive justice that work to remove financial and 
logistical barriers to abortion access.
• Some of them work with clinics to help pay for abortion; others offer 

support such as transportation, childcare, translation, doula services, 
or a place to stay for women needing to travel to get an abortion.

• Supreme Court Decision Day: rapid response actions at 
5:00pm local time throughout the country, including the Supreme 
Court in Washington, D.C.

• More information to be shared by our national partners, 
including a digital toolkit and an interactive map of actions 
being planned.

Organizing Opportunities

https://donate.abortionfunds.org/give/323375/


• Liberate Abortion Caravan, June 14-17 (TX, LA, MS): a caravan 
through the fifth circuit to raise awareness, build community, and engage 
people on the abortion crisis in this country and how we're collectively 
fighting back.

• Juneteenth Weekend for Black Bodies for Black Power,(one-
pager) June 18-19 (Washington, D.C.): This Juneteenth, a vibrant 
group of Black feminist and reproductive- justice leaders, accompanied by a 
range of civil-rights and Black-led organizations, will lead a rally and march 
to advocate for the biggest threat to Black womxn lives at this moment: 
attacks on their bodily autonomy and freedom.

Organizing Opportunities

https://www.liberateabortion.org/junecaravan
https://secure.everyaction.com/rH8G4otROkO4F9ziSN0Ybw2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jAa1JBM3-HilLFv8cfL3tAkhgCTIONDsW0lt0jbbwwY/edit


• Abortion Rights Messaging Guidance: LMS

• Lift up reproductive rights groups and their messaging

• Watch for LWVUS press statement on Dobbs decision

• Leagues may post LWVUS statement on your website 
or in an email with attribution to LWVUS

• Please do not submit LWVUS statement to your local 
media. It's ok to include quoted snippets in a piece of 

your own authorship.

• Watch LWVUS social media for messages to re-share

Communications Resources

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/talking-points/abortion-rights-messaging-guidance


Questions


