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•All trainings will be recorded to keep accurate notes to share 
with attendees and others after the call.

•If you are not speaking, please mute yourself to minimize sound 
issues.

•Make sure you identify yourself (name, League, State & 
pronouns) when asking questions

•Staff will be monitoring the chat box. If you have any 
questions or thoughts throughout the call, please feel free to 
drop them in the chat box.

Housekeeping



Community Norms

Bring your full self and limit distractions

What is learned here, leaves here

No one knows everything, together we know a lot

Don't yuck my yum

Oops, ouch, and educate

Assume best intentions



Update: Congress Composition 

Senate

• 50 Democratic caucus
• 1 Independent- no 

caucus commitment 
• 49 Republican caucus

House

• 222 Republicans
• 213 Democrats



Senate Majority Climate

•Leadership

•Democratic Leader and Chair of the Conference: Senator 
Charles Schumer

•Democratic Whip: Senator Dick Durbin

•Senate President Pro-Tempore: Sen. Patty Murray

•One additional Dem seat = committee structure change

•Power-sharing arrangement of 117th Congress no longer 
necessary



Key committee leadership:

•Appropriations
•Chair: Sen. Murray

•Ranking member: Sen. Collins

•Judiciary
•Chair: Sen. Durbin

•Ranking member: Sen. Grassley 

•Rules and Admin
•Chair: Sen. Klobuchar  

•Ranking member: TBD

Senate Committees



POLL!



Source: https://media.npr.org/assets/img/2023/01/07/gettyimages-1454757741_wide-
7a2df1cbce9886af27b16b8ae266a09b7cd82e4c-s1100-c50.jpg

House 
Speaker 
Votes



House Majority Climate

•Speaker McCarthy’s (R-CA-23) 
Commitment to America

•Promise to investigate:

• Cabinet members

•COVID

•Big Tech

•Border concerns

•Rules changes



House Minority Leadership

https://api.time.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/democrat-house-leadership.jpg



House Committees

Key chairs

• Ways and Means: Jason Smith (MO)

• Judiciary: Jim Jordan (OH)

• Homeland Security: Mark Green (TN)

• Administration: Bryan Steil (WI)

• Rules: Tom Cole (OK)

• Oversight and Accountability: James 
Comer (KY)

• Ethics Committee in jeopardy



1. Voting rights reforms 
a. Executive Order on voting rights implementation

2. Reform campaign finance
3. Protect DC
4. Redistricting

*tentative and subject to LWVUS board approval

Legislative Outlook and Strategy



1. Certify the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) in the Constitution

2. Comprehensive immigration reform

3. The climate crisis

a. Climate risk mitigation

b. Climate justice

4. Healthcare

a. Reproductive rights

b. Basic health care for all

5. Gun safety

*tentative and subject to LWVUS board approval

Legislative Outlook and Strategy: Watchlist



Executive 
Advocacy 

Strategy

LWVUS is considering strategic opportunities 
to advocate the executive branch on each of 
our Legislative Outlook issue areas.



LWVUS Federal Advocacy 

Federal Action 
Alerts

Letters and Memos 
to Members of 

Congress and the 
Administration

Voting Rights 
Taskforces

Emerging Issues 
Taskforces and 

Coalitions



Federal Action Requests

Advocacy Actions

• Communicating with an elected or appointed official

• Writing an op-ed or letter to the editor

• Joining a coalition

• Participating in a press conference or rally

Form Here

Communication with Federal Officials

• Coalition letters to Members of Congress, the executive 
branch, etc.

• League letters to Members of Congress

• Meetings with federal officials

• Note: Officials must represent your jurisdiction



1:1 State Check-ins

Legislative Office Hours

Legislative Tracking

Impact on Issues Interpretation

Legislative and Policy Analysis

Legislative Testimony Writing

Advocacy Strategy Development

LMS Resources

LWVUS Support for State and Local Advocacy

Webinars, Leg Trends, ERA Toolkit, Abortion Adv. Strat

Sign Up Here

Contact Us:
advocacy@lwv.org

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy/lwvus-policy-advocacy-and-litigation-briefings
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy/legislative-trends-2023
https://www.lwv.org/ERAToolkit
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy/state-advocacy-strategy-abortion-rights-and-access
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy/legislative-office-hours


Questions?


	Slide 1: Legislative Outlook 118th Congress
	Slide 2: Presenters
	Slide 3: Agenda
	Slide 4: Housekeeping
	Slide 5: Community Norms 
	Slide 6: Update: Congress Composition 
	Slide 7: Senate Majority Climate
	Slide 8: Senate Committees
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: House Speaker Votes
	Slide 11: House Majority Climate
	Slide 12: House Minority Leadership
	Slide 13: House Committees
	Slide 14: Legislative Outlook and Strategy
	Slide 15: Legislative Outlook and Strategy: Watchlist
	Slide 16: Executive Advocacy Strategy
	Slide 17: LWVUS Federal Advocacy 
	Slide 18: Federal Action Requests
	Slide 19: LWVUS Support for State and Local Advocacy
	Slide 20

