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Emerging Issues: An Overview
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Presenters

Kristen Kern Rebecca Goldman
Federal Policy and Advocacy Manager Justice Reform Legislative &
(she/her) Policy Specialist
kkern@lwv.org (she/her)

rgoldman@lwyv.org
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Agenda

* Poll

* Emerging Issues

o Background

o Deep dive

- Q&A

L LEAGUE oF
WOMEN VOTERS'



Housekeeping

All trainings will be recorded to keep accurate notes to share with
attendees and others after the call.

If you are not speaking, please mute yourself to minimize sound
Issues.

Make sure you identify yourself (name, League, State & pronouns)
when asking questions

Staff will be monitoring the chat box. If you have any questions
or thoughts throughout the call, please feel free to drop them in the
chat box.
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Community Norms

! Bring your full self and limit distractions

What is learned here, leaves here
¥ No one knows everything, together we know a lot

A Don't yuck my yum

Oops, ouch, and educate

@ Assume best intentions
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Poll

1)
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Emerging Issues




What Are Emerging Issues?

Social issues that impact people's ability to participate equitably in
our democracy.
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What Are LWVUS' Emerging Issues?

The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)
Climate Change

Gun Safety

Health Care

Reproductive Justice

Immigration

LWVUS 2024 L eqislative Priorities
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https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/lwvus-legislative-priorities

FAR Issues

Federal Action Requests

Federal Action Request form
* If outside of MDW, assess whether

the action:
1. Is an unforeseen or unexpected ;
crisis, and

2. requires an immediate response, or

3. addresses a significant risk of harm
to many.

m Environment = Health Care mImmigration = GunSafety = MDW Other
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https://www.lwv.org/federal-action-request-form

Deep Dive Agenda

* Position

* LWVUS Advocacy
o Congress
o Administration

o Public Education

 Resources
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The Equal Rights Amendment




Equal Rights. Support ratification of the Equal
Rights Amendment and efforts to bring laws
Into compliance with the goals of the ERA.
Support equal rights for all under state and
federal law regardless of race, color, gender,
religion, national origin, age, sexual orientation,
or disability.

Equality of Opportunity

Impact on Issues
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LWVUS Advocacy

Congress
Senate Judiciary Committee testimony
118th Congress priority

Urged support of Senate resolution

Urged support of House resolution

Resolution Action Alert
Administration
Urged WHGPC to advise Presidentto instruct Archivist to publish

State of the Union priority

Public Education
Women's Inequality Day campaign
Centennial blog
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https://www.lwv.org/equal-rights/lwvus-submits-testimony-senate-hearing-equal-rights-amendment-era
https://www.lwv.org/expanding-voter-access/lwvus-sends-letter-congress-about-priorities-118th-congress
https://www.lwv.org/equal-rights/lwvus-urges-us-senate-support-equal-rights-amendment-era
https://www.lwv.org/equal-rights/lwvus-urges-us-house-support-equal-rights-amendment-era-centennial
https://www.lwv.org/take-action/tell-congress-equality-belongs-constitution
https://www.lwv.org/lwvus-asks-white-house-gender-policy-council-urge-president-send-guidance-us-archivist-publish
https://www.lwv.org/lwvus-shares-priorities-state-union-white-house
https://www.lwv.org/blog/share-your-womens-inequality-day-message
https://www.lwv.org/blog/100-years-equal-rights-amendment

Resources

* TELL CONGRESS
THAT EQUALITY

BELONGS IN THE
CONSTITUTION

l‘uL GUE


https://www.lwv.org/ERAToolkit

Climate Change




Support climate goals and policies that
are consistent with the best available

climate science and that will ensure a
stable climate system for future
generations.

Climate Change

Impact on Issues
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Promote an environment beneficial to
life through the protection and wise
management of natural resources In

the public interest.

Natural Resources

Impact on Issues
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LWVUS Advocacy

Congress

Urged support of environmental investments in Farm Bill

Urged opposition of rollback of smog pollution control

Urged protection of federal water infrastructure funding

Resolution Action Alert
Administration
Comments to EPA on methane air pollution

Comments on National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) implementation

Comments on Environmental Justice Scorecard

Public Education

Climate change explainer

Climate change and women and qirls
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https://www.lwv.org/environment/lwvus-joins-sign-letter-urging-congress-support-environmental-investments-2023-farm
https://www.lwv.org/environment/lwvus-joins-call-protect-air-quality
https://www.lwv.org/environment/lwvus-joins-letter-urging-congress-protect-water-related-state-revolving-funds
https://www.lwv.org/take-action/urge-congress-address-climate-crisis-and-protect-our-youth
https://www.lwv.org/environment/lwvus-urges-epa-help-reduce-methane-pollution
https://www.lwv.org/environment/lwvus-submits-comments-national-environmental-policy-act-nepa-implementation
https://www.lwv.org/environment/lwvus-submits-comments-first-phase-environmental-justice-scorecard
https://www.lwv.org/blog/climate-crisis-and-urgent-need-government-action
https://www.lwv.org/blog/women-girls-and-climate-change-cop27

Gun Safety




Protect the health and safety of citizens
through limiting the accessibility and

regulating the ownership of handguns and
semi-automatic weapons. Support

regulation of firearms for consumer safety.

Gun Policy

Impact on Issues
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LWVUS Advocacy

Congress
Recommended gun safety reforms

Administration

Comments to ATF on definition of a firearms dealer
Public Education

Assault weapons explainer

Gun violence and the LGBTOIA+ community
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https://www.lwv.org/lwvus-submits-recommendations-gun-safety-reforms-congressional-judiciary-committees
https://www.lwv.org/lwvus-submits-comments-atf-definition-firearms-dealer
https://www.lwv.org/blog/assault-weapons-what-their-legality-and-impact
https://www.lwv.org/blog/why-gun-safety-lgbtqia-issue

Health Care




Promote a health care system for the United
States that provides affordable access to a
basic level of quality care for all US
residents, including behavioral health, that
IS Integrated and achieves parity with the
physical health care system.

Health Care

Impact on Issues
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LWVUS Advocacy

Congress
Urged rejection of gender-affirming health care restriction appropriations riders

Administration
Urged action to maintain Medicaid coverage
Comments on mental health parity under insurance
Comments on Healthy People 2030 Objectives
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https://www.lwv.org/reproductive-justice/lwvus-urges-congress-reject-appropriations-riders-restricting-reproductive-or
https://www.lwv.org/health-care-reform/lwvus-joins-letter-urging-hhs-take-action-keep-people-covered-during-medicaid
https://www.lwv.org/health-care-reform/lwvus-joins-comments-mental-health-parity-under-private-health-insurance
https://www.lwv.org/increasing-voter-registration/lwvus-submits-comments-hhs-healthy-people-2030-objective-increase

Reproductive Justice




Protect the constitutional right
of privacy of the individual to
make reproductive choices.

Public Policy on Reproductive Choices

Impact on Issues




LWVUS Advocacy

Congress
Endorsed and urged passage of Women's Health Protection Act

Urged rejection of anti-abortion appropriation riders

Administration
Urged action for abortion rights and access
Urged removal of anti-abortion appropriations rider
Comments on DoD abortion data collection
Public Education
Impact of Dobbs
Anti-democratic trends in abortion legislation

Hyde Amendment
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https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/league-women-voters-supports-senate-action-reproductive-rights
https://www.lwv.org/reproductive-justice/lwvus-urges-congress-reject-appropriations-riders-restricting-reproductive-or
https://www.lwv.org/lwvus-joins-sign-letter-administration-urging-action-abortion-rights-and-access
https://www.lwv.org/reproductive-justice/lwvus-joins-letter-urging-president-remove-anti-abortion-weldon-amendment-fy25
https://www.lwv.org/reproductive-justice/lwvus-joins-comments-urging-dod-collect-data-service-members-experience-family
https://www.lwv.org/blog/abortion-rights-and-access-one-year-after-dobbs
https://www.lwv.org/blog/abortion-legislation-democracy-issue
https://www.lwv.org/blog/hyde-amendment-abortion-barrier-hiding-plain-sight

Resources
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https://www.lwv.org/league-management/talking-points/abortion-rights-messaging-guidance
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy/state-advocacy-strategy-abortion-rights-and-access
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/SBCvKaD4s43PP94fzwRKYMuU6Jt5yxzjs-GtU2MtqnjOxPi4wU16JQUcGEGCYZcUZnh8e26kfQ0zsFEQ.yCYIoZcRf2XfKvbL?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1706212145000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FD_llYeeXVQS5kh7AG508dpCqdbhLB5WcQZVzd2RiTO0JpzhBnW0eewwXjxqV065o.tVPr_IO6Gwe7mUuL%3FstartTime%3D1706212145000
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/Where%20are%20Repro%20Rights%20Post-Dobbs%20Webinar_1.25.24_3.pdf

Immigration




Promote reunification of immediate families; meet the
economic, business, and employment needs of the
United States; be responsive to those facing political
persecution or humanitarian crises; and provide for
student visas. Ensure fair treatment under the law for
all persons. In transition to a reformed system, support
provisions for individuals already living in the country
without legal permission to earn legal status.

Immigration

Impact on Issues
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LWVUS Advocacy

Congress
Endorsed the American Dream and Promise Act

118th Congress priority
Administration

Opposed movement toward an asylum ban
Urged finalizing a proposed rule for health coverage for DACA recipients

Comments opposing immigration application fee increases
Public Education
DACA explainer

L LEAGUE oF
“WOMEN VOTERS'


https://www.lwv.org/expanding-voter-access/lwvus-sends-letter-congress-about-priorities-118th-congress
https://www.lwv.org/immigration/lwvus-joins-letter-urging-administration-not-issue-notice-proposed-rulemaking-asylum
https://www.lwv.org/immigration/lwvus-joins-letter-urging-president-finalize-rule-health-coverage-daca-recipients
https://www.lwv.org/immigration/lwvus-submits-comments-uscis-opposing-immigration-application-fee-increases
https://www.lwv.org/blog/where-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca-program-now

Advocacy Reminders and
Resources




Applying a DEI Lens

(pgs. 3-4) N -
L 3

* Webinar and
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https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/LWV_ImpactOnIssues2022-2024.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/twKLJO0mv2s79PjfnzJuJ4dE6wq9QzAfgXN5tTYMxCk0raOpetcEq6rUoGYT-0PW5_Eq9kQQIUV4y0l-.eSTQLXA2qr40Cpcd?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1684954883000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FCWe8B-MueBvtMoy4RgnaJV8fnpEnFJ0CT9BC367jNRxUWI2B6VP87qsq5WSE_YI.BxbnxdCUsjbkcv94%3FstartTime%3D1684954883000
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/DEI%20Webinar%20Slides.pdf

Partnership Note

NATIONAL
WOMEN'S
LAW CENTER

*

BRADY

UNITED AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE

CENTER Jor

EF(E HR%DUCTIVE ﬂ Planned Parenthood’
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LWVUS Advocacy Support

LMS Resources Home Page; Modules; League Update Sign-u

Legislative Office Hours Sign Up Here

Position Interpretation
Legislative Tracking
Legislative and Policy Analysis
Legislative Testimony Writing

Advocacy Strategy Development

Advocacy Emai

Litigation Support: litigation@Iwv.org or Eederal Action Request
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mailto:litigation@lwv.org
https://www.lwv.org/federal-action-request-form
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy/legislative-office-hours
https://www.lwv.org/league-management
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/advocacy-101-modules
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/league-update-newsletter-sign

Feedback Survey




Questions?
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