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Preparing for State Legislative 
Sessions 2026

November 13th , 2025

LWVUS Advocacy Presents:
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Presenters

Khadija Ali Amghaiab
Legislative and Policy Coordinator

kaliamghaiab@lwv.org

Dylan Sione
National Field Organizer

dsione@lwv.org

mailto:kaliamghaiab@lwv.org
mailto:dsione@lwv.org
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Agenda

Housekeeping

Level Setting

Advocacy Planning Best Practices

Advocacy Action Kits Overview

Resources Overview

LIA During the Legislative Session

Upcoming Programs + Reminders

Q+A



4

Housekeeping

All trainings will be recorded to 
keep accurate notes to share with 
attendees and others after the call.

If you are not speaking, please 
mute yourself to minimize sound 
issues.

Make sure you identify yourself 
(name, League, State & pronouns) 
when asking questions

Staff will be monitoring the chat 
box. If you have any questions or 
thoughts throughout the call, 
please feel free to drop them in the 
chat box.
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Bring your full self and limit distractions

What is learned here, leaves here

No one knows everything, together we know a lot

Don't yuck my yum

Oops, ouch, and educate

Assume best intentions

Community Norms
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POLL!
Have you started planning and setting priorities for upcoming 

legislative sessions?
How prepared do you feel for 2026 legislative sessions?



October 15th, 2025  -+  Callais Mobilization
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Advocacy Planning Best 
Practices
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Advocacy Planning
• State Legislature Landscape
• Election Year Advocacy 

Considerations
• Strategy and Prep
• Outlining a Plan
• Executive and Regulatory Advocacy
• DEI & Other Advocacy Considerations
• LWVUS Advocacy + Litigation 

Resources
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State Legislature Landscape
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State Legislatures

(Source: Ballotpedia)

https://ballotpedia.org/Partisan_composition_of_state_legislatures
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State Legislatures

(Source: Ballotpedia)

https://ballotpedia.org/Partisan_composition_of_state_legislatures
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Ballot Initiatives Overview

(Source: Ballotpedia.org)

https://ballotpedia.org/Ballotpedia%27s_Tuesday_Count_for_2026
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Election Year Advocacy Considerations
• Mid-Cyle Redistricting

• Expect these during regular sessions (IN, FL, KS, VA, MD)
• New Governors & Secretary of States

• Effects on executive branch policy
• Effects on future democracy and election work

• Ballot Initiatives 
• Signature Campaigns
• Vote Yes/No

• Special/Veto Sessions
• Strategy for forcing legislation
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Strategy and Prep
• SWOT Analysis of your League and state’s legislative landscape

• What are your League’s current strengths? What weaknesses do you have?
• What opportunities exist in your legislative or executive branches? 
• What poses a threat to your work and ability to advocate? 

• Pre-filed bills
• An opportunity to get ahead of the session

• Outline your legislative and advocacy priorities
• Keep your priorities targeted and proportional to your capacity
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Outlining Advocacy Plan
What is my goal?
• What are your organizational priorities?
• What is getting in the way of achieving them?
• Who can help me overcome those challenges?
• What does success look like?

Goal 
Planning

How do I get [party] to take [specific action] by 
[timeline]?
• What audiences am I talking to? Who is listening? 
• Where + how am I relaying our message?
• Who am I mobilizing and how?

Action 
Planning
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Executive and Regulatory 
Advocacy

• Alternative mode of advocacy when 
legislative environment is especially 
challenging

• An area of advocacy where laws are 
executed and implemented

• Opportunity to comment on proposed 
rulemaking, influence regulation 
development, and advising on executive 
order implementation 
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DEI & Other Advocacy 
Considerations

• Harm to Specific Groups of Voters
• Did you consider the impact on X group?
• Did you know the law in X state had X impact 

on X voters?
• How do you plan to lessen the harm on X 

voters caused by this bill?
• Legislators’ Justification for the Bill

• What specific problem is the bill trying to 
solve? Examples of this problem?

• How will this law fix the problem?
• Take lead from partners and affected community 

members
• Rally and lean on your allies
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Advocacy Action Kits
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Action Kits Overview

• What are they?
• Templates
• 1-pagers
• FAQs
• Messaging Guidance

• How should they be 
used?
• To support Leagues’ 

actions 
• Primarily for state Leagues’ 

use
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Action Kits Overview
• Available Actionkits

• Documentary Proof of Citizenship (DPOC)

• 2030 Census Engagement

• Direct Democracy

• Federalization of National Guard

• Mid-Cycle Redistricting

• Forthcoming:
• Immigration, Reproductive Rights, and LGBTQIA+ Rights

• What topics will be covered in the future?
• State VRAs

• Democracy Restoration for Returning Citizens

• Disability Assistance in Voting

• Absentee/Mail-in Voting

• Voter ID
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Action Kits Overview
• Upcoming Action Kits 

Webinar (Dec 11th, 2025)
• Feedback + Suggestions

• Please fill out this form to 
give suggestions and 
feedback

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_vu-kM5t3066ijX7ZxMRJM0oEyct3exHv97_Nfm-UONURUQ1OTJRT1M2SENNREU4NjRTSTdOUk5YOS4u
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LWVUS Resources Overview
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LWVUS Advocacy Materials + Support
Materials 
• Legislative Trends 2025
• Unite & Rise 8.5 Playbooks
• Advocacy 101 Modules
• Action Kits

Support Services
• Legislative Office Hours
• Bill Tracking Support
• Impact on Issues  position 

interpretation
• Advocacy strategy 

development support

https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2025-09/Legislative%20Trends%202025.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2025-09/Legislative%20Trends%202025.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/unite-and-rise-85-toolkit
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/unite-and-rise-85-toolkit
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/advocacy-101-modules
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/advocacy-101-modules
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/advocacy-action-kits
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/advocacy-action-kits
https://www.lwv.org/impact-issues
https://www.lwv.org/impact-issues
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LWVUS Advocacy Webinars
Evergreen Webinars
• Executive and Regulatory 

Advocacy Webinar (2024)
• Urgent Issues: An Overview 

Webinar (2024)
• Fighting Voter Suppression Bills: 

Going on the Record (2023)
• Power Mapping (2025)
• Applying a DEI Lens to Our 

Work (2023)

• League Positions and how You 
Can Use Them! (2025)

• Running an Effective Lobby Day 
(2024)

• All recordings, slides, and 
related materials available on 
LMS here!

https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/Executive%20and%20Regulatory%20Advocacy%20Webinar%20Slides.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/Executive%20and%20Regulatory%20Advocacy%20Webinar%20Slides.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/Executive%20and%20Regulatory%20Advocacy%20Webinar%20Slides.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Emerging%20Issues_LWVUS%20Webinar_0.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Emerging%20Issues_LWVUS%20Webinar_0.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/Emerging%20Issues_LWVUS%20Webinar_0.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2023-10/10.26.23%20Fighting%20Voter%20Suppression%20Bills.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2023-10/10.26.23%20Fighting%20Voter%20Suppression%20Bills.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2023-10/10.26.23%20Fighting%20Voter%20Suppression%20Bills.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/GqlNz_93dVVwgJQ8c-r7N6n6SABz1Lm6xtFQINrwsuGnNQdNb-Z30iq2pDv4erpIOUUjUS-hS5IeUDR2.evOcDSXqtVHZ5mlJ?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=my_recording&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FlfQI9y9KG9-JF8scpf0CtSz5CSdyKke5TlU0ZUbxZbS-rkk4rtLn4RO61hiFBgvH.nNBGbYJy-2Z9gf97
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/GqlNz_93dVVwgJQ8c-r7N6n6SABz1Lm6xtFQINrwsuGnNQdNb-Z30iq2pDv4erpIOUUjUS-hS5IeUDR2.evOcDSXqtVHZ5mlJ?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=my_recording&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FlfQI9y9KG9-JF8scpf0CtSz5CSdyKke5TlU0ZUbxZbS-rkk4rtLn4RO61hiFBgvH.nNBGbYJy-2Z9gf97
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/CWe8B-MueBvtMoy4RgnaJV8fnpEnFJ0CT9BC367jNRxUWI2B6VP87qsq5WSE_YI.BxbnxdCUsjbkcv94?startTime=1684954883000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/CWe8B-MueBvtMoy4RgnaJV8fnpEnFJ0CT9BC367jNRxUWI2B6VP87qsq5WSE_YI.BxbnxdCUsjbkcv94?startTime=1684954883000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/CWe8B-MueBvtMoy4RgnaJV8fnpEnFJ0CT9BC367jNRxUWI2B6VP87qsq5WSE_YI.BxbnxdCUsjbkcv94?startTime=1684954883000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/72Q3rlv-NlErxEQYsFjEGoo-jWaI5KXDWrMvaoUCVFf2HIq_jB_y1esjb_w2u_Ng_SxfMIy9OzjTgYt3.UqFHHHufpdqZa0-c?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F0eYFWFCzcldXA0aN5kQliLKCs9dVVnpQsgJD_qKAU_BZBjaODlfPZwdGrz_Kiz44._9qkbFzByd47gRhz
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/72Q3rlv-NlErxEQYsFjEGoo-jWaI5KXDWrMvaoUCVFf2HIq_jB_y1esjb_w2u_Ng_SxfMIy9OzjTgYt3.UqFHHHufpdqZa0-c?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F0eYFWFCzcldXA0aN5kQliLKCs9dVVnpQsgJD_qKAU_BZBjaODlfPZwdGrz_Kiz44._9qkbFzByd47gRhz
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/72Q3rlv-NlErxEQYsFjEGoo-jWaI5KXDWrMvaoUCVFf2HIq_jB_y1esjb_w2u_Ng_SxfMIy9OzjTgYt3.UqFHHHufpdqZa0-c?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F0eYFWFCzcldXA0aN5kQliLKCs9dVVnpQsgJD_qKAU_BZBjaODlfPZwdGrz_Kiz44._9qkbFzByd47gRhz
https://youtu.be/jboN_3TUb24
https://youtu.be/jboN_3TUb24
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/lwvus-policy-advocacy-and-litigation-webinar-briefings


26

LWVUS Litigation Resources
Webinars
• Records Requests with American 

Oversight
• Best Practices for Recordkeeping
• What to Expect When You’re Expecting 

Litigation Pt. I & II (Slides only)

Services + Guides
• Legal Center
• Litigation Office Hours
• Guidance for Leagues 

Considering Litigation
• What to Expect When 

You’re Expecting Litigation

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/6va5M1d9zBY_l-g3FyHqs4stH8zxJqBunY2NNJLbkrqpzDcdh1nUQV0sQegEp2cSzxDOivtsiBDyB7I.6lzqSgPQY7sRezVG?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&isReferralProgramEnabled=false&isReferralProgramAvailable=false&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1740078054000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2yUAmdUQWcf1tHvrQBTa69y3EGoTf7EoMJ-CddIgbKnRIv-YpZlhdWKXYiiDpsB6.NH2dA3GOHRnMjYrZ%3FstartTime%3D1740078054000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/6va5M1d9zBY_l-g3FyHqs4stH8zxJqBunY2NNJLbkrqpzDcdh1nUQV0sQegEp2cSzxDOivtsiBDyB7I.6lzqSgPQY7sRezVG?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&isReferralProgramEnabled=false&isReferralProgramAvailable=false&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1740078054000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2yUAmdUQWcf1tHvrQBTa69y3EGoTf7EoMJ-CddIgbKnRIv-YpZlhdWKXYiiDpsB6.NH2dA3GOHRnMjYrZ%3FstartTime%3D1740078054000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/6va5M1d9zBY_l-g3FyHqs4stH8zxJqBunY2NNJLbkrqpzDcdh1nUQV0sQegEp2cSzxDOivtsiBDyB7I.6lzqSgPQY7sRezVG?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&isReferralProgramEnabled=false&isReferralProgramAvailable=false&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1740078054000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2yUAmdUQWcf1tHvrQBTa69y3EGoTf7EoMJ-CddIgbKnRIv-YpZlhdWKXYiiDpsB6.NH2dA3GOHRnMjYrZ%3FstartTime%3D1740078054000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/6va5M1d9zBY_l-g3FyHqs4stH8zxJqBunY2NNJLbkrqpzDcdh1nUQV0sQegEp2cSzxDOivtsiBDyB7I.6lzqSgPQY7sRezVG?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&isReferralProgramEnabled=false&isReferralProgramAvailable=false&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1740078054000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2yUAmdUQWcf1tHvrQBTa69y3EGoTf7EoMJ-CddIgbKnRIv-YpZlhdWKXYiiDpsB6.NH2dA3GOHRnMjYrZ%3FstartTime%3D1740078054000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/vqSyD6F-xHiIQ6oshDiiCao_ytBgHuOPM_8NnjuzDuBeVs3hjX6n0_kQo4cU1a4hwURc7JxO2JRYnreM.3VlUTF9f1C6ndlE0?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&isReferralProgramEnabled=false&isReferralProgramAvailable=false&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1713222022000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FWuMKNxxsZZbzuOyesuakQ1wyjFt9BKTEw-XSsl-fxt8W8Zm-R5nR0td2uprhG0Hl.53yAzNWsaE7AKTYR%3FstartTime%3D1713222022000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/vqSyD6F-xHiIQ6oshDiiCao_ytBgHuOPM_8NnjuzDuBeVs3hjX6n0_kQo4cU1a4hwURc7JxO2JRYnreM.3VlUTF9f1C6ndlE0?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&isReferralProgramEnabled=false&isReferralProgramAvailable=false&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1713222022000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FWuMKNxxsZZbzuOyesuakQ1wyjFt9BKTEw-XSsl-fxt8W8Zm-R5nR0td2uprhG0Hl.53yAzNWsaE7AKTYR%3FstartTime%3D1713222022000
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/What%20to%20Expect%20Litigation%20slide%20deck.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/Part%20II%20What%20to%20Expect%20When%20You%27re%20Expecting%20.%20.%20.%20Litigation%21.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/legal-center-search
https://www.lwv.org/legal-center-search
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/litigation-office-hours
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/litigation-office-hours
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/lwvus-guidance-leagues-considering-litigation
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/lwvus-guidance-leagues-considering-litigation
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/lwvus-guidance-leagues-considering-litigation
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/litigation-guide-what-expect-when-youre-expectinglitigation
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/litigation-guide-what-expect-when-youre-expectinglitigation
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy-litigation/litigation-guide-what-expect-when-youre-expectinglitigation
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Contact our Advocacy, 
Litigation, and 
Mobilization teams!
• advocacy@lwv.org
• litigation@lwv.org
• organizing@lwv.org

mailto:advocacy@lwv.org
mailto:advocacy@lwv.org
mailto:litigation@lwv.org
mailto:litigation@lwv.org
mailto:organizing@lwv.org
mailto:organizing@lwv.org
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League In Action During the 
Legislative Session
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League In Action 
The official LWV digital organizing platform 
that enables Leagues to build a digital 
community regardless of LWV membership. 
LIA supporters can not only take action to 
empower voters and defend democracy but 
also share and invite their network into 
LWV’s mission. 

LWVUS Organizing 
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LWV Highlight: LWV Montana

Used OutreachCircle to: 
• Provide updates to LWV membership
• Legislative updates with a set of actions for 

each supporter
• Build a Rapid Response LWV Muscle by 

being able to provide real-time updates on 
important legislation

• Added an OutreachCircle action at the end of 
their monthly League meeting to increase 
advocacy actionsGoal: To increase their impact during 

Montana’s short and fast-paced 
Legislative session
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LWV Highlight: LWV Kentucky

Used LIA for in-person attendees by:
• Provided logistical information (parking, 

directions, meeting room/location, schedule, 
etc.)

• Attendance check-in 
• Push notifications for the start of events (press 

conference, etc.) conferences
• Lobby Day attendees were able to submit 

debrief/meeting notes after they met with 
legislators and staff 

• Provide direct feedback on Lobby Day 

Used LIA for virtual attendees by: 
• Directly linked to education resources that the 

League has already created on the legislation 
they were following 

• Click to call action allowing virtual attendees to 
call their legislators (same with email)

• Directly linked to key committee’s live streams 
that members should tune into  

• Ready to share messages to friends and 
family on why LWV was at the capitol 

Goal: To Increase Lobby Day participation to leverage the League's people power 
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League In Action 
Resources/Support 
• Biweekly Office Hours with LWVUS 

Organizing Team (every other Wednesday at 1 
pm ET)
o Register here.

• Monthly League in Action Admin 
Training (first Tuesday of the month at 4:00 pm ET)
o Register here.

• Organizing Skill Training (By Request)  

• LIA toolkits and graphics 

Email organizing@lwv.org with any questions or for 
more information 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/b9klG699R72M-22eBknZGA
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/b9klG699R72M-22eBknZGA
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/uJfPfRrJRHaCqtDPJ-wu2g
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/uJfPfRrJRHaCqtDPJ-wu2g
mailto:organizing@lwv.org
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Upcoming 
Programming & 
Reminders
• Sign up for the League Update!
• Session 1 Program Planning: 

Choosing LWVUS Program 2026 
– 2028, Wed 11/19 6pm ET
• Register here!

• 2025 Federal Advocacy Wrap, 
Thurs 11/20 3pm ET
• Register here!

• Playbook 3 Tuesday Trainings
Tue 11/18 3pm ET : Laying the 
Groundwork: Building 
Sustainable Partnerships
• Register Here

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/league-update-newsletter-sign
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/league-update-newsletter-sign
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q6bFROH6TM6Rz4SHdU2eDg#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q6bFROH6TM6Rz4SHdU2eDg#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/mzsDvkeARFKI_E0ju82N6Q#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/mzsDvkeARFKI_E0ju82N6Q#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ma_8jFz2QV-a8W8MGCuoqg
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ma_8jFz2QV-a8W8MGCuoqg
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POLL!
Do you feel more prepared to tackle your state’s upcoming legislative session?
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Q+A
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