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STATE ELECTION BOARD 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

Revisions to Subject 183-1-12-.12 Tabulating Results 

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSON AND PARTIES: 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the authority set forth below, the Georgia State 

Election Board, (hereinafter “SEB”) proposes the attached amendments to Subject 183-1-12-.12 

(Tabulating Results).  

This notice, together with an exact copy of the proposed new rules and a synopsis of the 

proposed rules, is being distributed to all persons who have requested, in writing, that they 

be placed on a distribution list. A copy of this notice, an exact copy of the proposed rule 

amendments, and a synopsis of the proposed rule amendments may be reviewed during 

normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except official 

state holidays, at the Office of the Secretary of State, Elections Division, 2 Martin Luther 

King Jr. Drive, S.E., 8th Floor West Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334. These documents will 

also be available for review on the State Election Board’s web page at: https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-

state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments . Copies may also be requested by contacting the State 

Election Board at: ahardin@sos.ga.gov . 

To provide the public an opportunity to comment upon and provide input into the proposed rule 

amendments, a public hearing will be held on Friday, September 20, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will 

take place at the Georgia State Capitol, Room 341.  

Information regarding how to join and provide public comment at the meeting will be 

available on the State Election Board’s webpage at: https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-

events . 

Public comments given at the meeting will be limited to two minutes per person. Additional comments 

may be given using the following means and must be received by noon on September 19 to be considered 

by the State Election Board: 

• Electronically by emailing SEBPublicComments@sos.ga.gov

• By mailing comments to:

State Election Board

C/O Alexandra Hardin

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, S.E.

8th Floor West Tower Suite 802

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

This notice is given in compliance with O.C.G.A. §50-13-4. 

This 21st day of August 2024. 

Posted: August 21, 2024

ohn Fervier 

Chair, State Election Board 

https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments
https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments
mailto:ahardin@sos.ga.gov
https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-events
https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-events


SYNOPSIS OF THE PROPOSED RULE 

OF THE STATE ELECTION BOARD 

RULE 183-1-12-.12 Tabulating Results 
 

Purpose: The purpose of the rule is to ensure the secure, transparent, and accurate counting of 

ballots by requiring a systematic process where ballots are independently hand-counted by three 

sworn poll officers. The rule mandates detailed documentation, sealing, and certification of ballot 

counts, with provisions for resolving inconsistencies and communicating any counting that 

occurs outside the polling location to relevant parties. 

 

Main Features: The main features of the amendments to this rule are that requires the poll  

manager and two sworn poll officers to unseal ballot boxes, remove and record the ballots, and  
have three poll officers independently count them. Once all three counts match, they sign a  
control document. If discrepancies arise between the hand count and recorded totals, the poll  
manager must resolve and document the inconsistency. The counted ballots are sealed in labeled 

containers, signed to ensure integrity.  
 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE EXISTING RULE AND THE PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS OF THE STATE ELECTION BOARD,  

RULE 183-1-12-.12 Tabulating Results 

 

NOTE: Underlined text is proposed to be added.  

 

Rule 183-1-12-.12(a)(5) 

 

5. The poll manager and two witnesses who have been sworn as poll officers as provided in 

O.C.G.A. § 21-2-94 and 21-2-95 shall unseal and open each scanner ballot box, remove the 

paper ballots from each ballot box, record the date and time that the ballot box was emptied and 

present to three sworn precinct poll officers to independently count the total number of ballots 

removed from the scanner, sorting into stacks of 50 ballots, continuing until all of the ballots 

have been counted separately by each of the three poll officers. When all three poll officers 

arrive at the same total ballot count independently, they shall each sign a control document 

containing the polling place, ballot scanner serial number, election name, printed name with 

signature and date and time of the ballot hand count. If the numbers recorded on the precinct poll 

pads, ballot marking devices [BMDs] and scanner recap forms do not reconcile with the hand 

count ballot totals, the poll manager shall immediately determine the reason for the 

inconsistency; correct the inconsistency, if possible; and fully document the inconsistency or 

problem along with any corrective measures taken. A separate container shall be used for the 

hand counted paper ballots from each ballot box and the container shall be labelled with the 

polling place, ballot scanner serial number, the number assigned to the ballot scanner for that 

election, the scanner counts of the ballots from the tabulation tape, and the hand count ballot total 

as certified by the three poll officials. The container shall be sealed and signed by the poll 

manager and two of the three hand count poll officers such that it cannot be opened without 

breaking the seal. The poll manager and two witnesses shall sign a label affixed to the container 

indicating that it contains all the hand counted ballots from the indicated scanner box and no 

additional ballots. 

 



a. The decision about when to start the process described in this rule is up to the Poll

Manager or Assistant Poll Manager. This decision can be made at the end of Election

Day, or if a scanner possesses more than 750 ballots on Election Day, the Poll

Manager can choose to start the next day and finish during the week designated for

county certification. This decision should take into account factors such as staffing

requirements, fatigue, and concerns about efficiency and accuracy.

b. If the ballot counting is to take place after Election Day, the relevant ballots,

tabulation tapes, enumerated voter lists, and polling information shall be sealed in a

tamper-proof container and the number of the seal noted.  The counting shall occur in

the County election office on the next business day following Election Day and must

conclude prior to any scheduled or announced post-election audits.  The process must

be completed within the designated county certification period.

c. Counting will take place as mentioned in this rule. The process of opening, counting,

and resealing ballots must be conducted in the presence of the relevant poll manager

or assistant poll manager. These procedures must be conducted publicly to ensure

transparency.

d. If the counting of ballots takes place at any time or place other than the polling

location, the supervisor of elections must immediately communicate the date, time,

and place of such action with all candidates on the ballot and the county chair of both

major political parties no later than 10:00 pm on Election Day.  The poll manager

shall post such information on the outside windows of the polling location together

with all other information required to be so posted.

Authority: O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-483(a), 21-2-436, 21-2-420(a) 

COPY OF THE PROPOSED NEW RULE 

Rule 183-1-12-.12(a)(5) 

5. The poll manager and two witnesses who have been sworn as poll officers as provided in

O.C.G.A. § 21-2-94 and 21-2-95 shall unseal and open each scanner ballot box, remove the

paper ballots from each ballot box, record the date and time that the ballot box was emptied and

present to three sworn precinct poll officers to independently count the total number of ballots

removed from the scanner, sorting into stacks of 50 ballots, continuing until all of the ballots

have been counted separately by each of the three poll officers. When all three poll officers

arrive at the same total ballot count independently, they shall each sign a control document

containing the polling place, ballot scanner serial number, election name, printed name with

signature and date and time of the ballot hand count. If the numbers recorded on the precinct poll

pads, ballot marking devices [BMDs] and scanner recap forms do not reconcile with the hand

count ballot totals, the poll manager shall immediately determine the reason for the

inconsistency; correct the inconsistency, if possible; and fully document the inconsistency or

problem along with any corrective measures taken. A separate container shall be used for the

hand counted paper ballots from each ballot box and the container shall be labelled with the



polling place, ballot scanner serial number, the number assigned to the ballot scanner for that 

election, the scanner counts of the ballots from the tabulation tape, and the hand count ballot total 

as certified by the three poll officials. The container shall be sealed and signed by the poll 

manager and two of the three hand count poll officers such that it cannot be opened without 

breaking the seal. The poll manager and two witnesses shall sign a label affixed to the container 

indicating that it contains all the hand counted ballots from the indicated scanner box and no 

additional ballots. 

 

a. The decision about when to start the process described in this rule is up to the Poll 

Manager or Assistant Poll Manager. This decision can be made at the end of Election 

Day, or if a scanner possesses more than 750 ballots on Election Day, the Poll 

Manager can choose to start the next day and finish during the week designated for 

county certification. This decision should take into account factors such as staffing 

requirements, fatigue, and concerns about efficiency and accuracy. 

 

b. If the ballot counting is to take place after Election Day, the relevant ballots, 

tabulation tapes, enumerated voter lists, and polling information shall be sealed in a 

tamper-proof container and the number of the seal noted.  The counting shall occur in 

the County election office on the next business day following Election Day and must 

conclude prior to any scheduled or announced post-election audits.  The process must 

be completed within the designated county certification period.  

 

c. Counting will take place as mentioned in this rule. The process of opening, counting, 

and resealing ballots must be conducted in the presence of the relevant poll manager 

or assistant poll manager. These procedures must be conducted publicly to ensure 

transparency.  

 

d. If the counting of ballots takes place at any time or place other than the polling 

location, the supervisor of elections must immediately communicate the date, time, 

and place of such action with all candidates on the ballot and the county chair of both 

major political parties no later than 10:00 pm on Election Day.  The poll manager 

shall post such information on the outside windows of the polling location together 

with all other information required to be so posted. 

 

Authority: O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-483(a), 21-2-436, 21-2-420(a) 
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STATE ELECTION BOARD 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

Revisions to Subject 183-1-13-.05 Poll Watchers for Tabulating Center 

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSON AND PARTIES: 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the authority set forth below, the Georgia State 

Election Board, (hereinafter “SEB”) proposes the attached amendments to Subject 183-1-13-.05 (Poll 

Watchers for Tabulating Center).  

This notice, together with an exact copy of the proposed new rules and a synopsis of the 

proposed rules, is being distributed to all persons who have requested, in writing, that they 

be placed on a distribution list. A copy of this notice, an exact copy of the proposed rule 

amendments, and a synopsis of the proposed rule amendments may be reviewed during 

normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except official 

state holidays, at the Office of the Secretary of State, Elections Division, 2 Martin Luther 

King Jr. Drive, S.E., 8th Floor West Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334. These documents will 

also be available for review on the State Election Board’s web page at: https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-

state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments Copies may also be requested by contacting the State 

Election Board at: ahardin@sos.ga.gov . 

To provide the public an opportunity to comment upon and provide input into the proposed rule 

amendments, a public hearing will be held on Friday, September 20, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will 

take place at the Georgia State Capitol, Room 341.  

Information regarding how to join and provide public comment at the meeting will be 

available on the State Election Board’s webpage at: https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-

events 

Public comments given at the meeting will be limited to two minutes per person. Additional comments 

may be given using the following means and must be received by noon on September 19 to be considered 

by the State Election Board: 

• Electronically by emailing SEBPublicComments@sos.ga.gov

• By mailing comments to:

State Election Board

C/O Alexandra Hardin

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, S.E.

8th Floor West Tower Suite 802

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

This notice is given in compliance with O.C.G.A. §50-13-4. 

This 21st day of August 2024. 

Posted: August 21, 2024

ohn Fervier 

Chair, State Election Board 

https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments
https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments
mailto:ahardin@sos.ga.gov
https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-events
https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-events


SYNOPSIS OF THE PROPOSED RULE 

OF THE STATE ELECTION BOARD 

RULE 183-1-13-.05 Poll Watchers for Tabulating Center 

Purpose: The purpose of the rule is to clarify the existing election code and to ensure poll 

watchers may fairly observe all processes of the tabulation center.  

Main Features: The main feature of the amendment is that designates additional areas within the 

tabulating centers in which poll watchers are permitted to view tabulation and reconciliation 

processes.  

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE EXISTING RULE AND THE PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS OF THE STATE ELECTION BOARD,  

RULE 183-1-13-.05 Poll Watchers for Tabulating Center 

NOTE: Underlined text is proposed to be added.  

Rule 183-1-13-.05 Poll Watchers for Tabulating Center 

In counties and municipalities using central count optical scanning vote tabulation equipment, 

the election superintendent shall allow each political party to appoint two poll watchers for each 

primary or election, each political body to appoint two poll watchers for each election, and each 

independent candidate and each nonpartisan candidate to appoint one poll watcher for each 

election, to serve in each of the locations designated by the election superintendent within the 

tabulating center. Such designated places shall include the check-in area, the computer room, the 

duplication area, and such other areas that tabulation processes are taking place including but not 

limited to provisional ballot adjudication of ballots, closing of advanced voting equipment, 

verification and processing of mail in ballots, memory card transferring, regional or satellite 

check in centers and any election reconciliation processes as the election superintendent may 

deem necessary to the assurance of fair and honest procedures in the tabulating center. Poll 

watchers designated for the tabulating center shall be appointed and serve in the same manner as 

other poll watchers. 

Authority: O.C.G.A. § 21-2-408 (c) 

COPY OF THE PROPOSED NEW RULE 



Rule 183-1-13-.05 Poll Watchers for Tabulating Center 

In counties and municipalities using central count optical scanning vote tabulation equipment, 

the election superintendent shall allow each political party to appoint two poll watchers for each 

primary or election, each political body to appoint two poll watchers for each election, and each 

independent candidate and each nonpartisan candidate to appoint one poll watcher for each 

election, to serve in each of the locations designated by the election superintendent within the 

tabulating center. Such designated places shall include the check-in area, the computer room, the 

duplication area, and such other areas that tabulation processes are taking place including but not 

limited to provisional ballot adjudication of ballots, closing of advanced voting equipment, 

verification and processing of mail in ballots, memory card transferring, regional or satellite 

check in centers and any election reconciliation processes as the election superintendent may 

deem necessary to the assurance of fair and honest procedures in the tabulating center. Poll 

watchers designated for the tabulating center shall be appointed and serve in the same manner as 

other poll watchers. 

Authority: O.C.G.A. § 21-2-408 (c) 
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STATE ELECTION BOARD 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

Promulgation of Subject 183-1-12-.21 County Participation and Totals 

Reporting 

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSON AND PARTIES: 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the authority set forth below, the Georgia State 

Election Board, (hereinafter “SEB”) proposes the attached promulgation of Subject 183-1-12-.21 (County 

Participation and Totals Reporting).  

This notice, together with an exact copy of the proposed new rules and a synopsis of the 

proposed rules, is being distributed to all persons who have requested, in writing, that they 

be placed on a distribution list. A copy of this notice, an exact copy of the proposed rule 

amendments, and a synopsis of the proposed rule amendments may be reviewed during 

normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except official 

state holidays, at the Office of the Secretary of State, Elections Division, 2 Martin Luther 

King Jr. Drive, S.E., 8th Floor West Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334. These documents will 

also be available for review on the State Election Board’s web page at: https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-

state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments Copies may also be requested by contacting the State 

Election Board at: ahardin@sos.ga.gov . 

To provide the public an opportunity to comment upon and provide input into the proposed rule 

amendments, a public hearing will be held on Friday, September 20, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will 

take place at the Georgia State Capitol, Room 341.  

Information regarding how to join and provide public comment at the meeting will be 

available on the State Election Board’s webpage at: https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-

events 

Public comments given at the meeting will be limited to two minutes per person. Additional comments 

may be given using the following means and must be received by noon on September 19 to be considered 

by the State Election Board: 

• Electronically by emailing SEBPublicComments@sos.ga.gov

• By mailing comments to:

State Election Board

C/O Alexandra Hardin

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, S.E.

8th Floor West Tower Suite 802

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

This notice is given in compliance with O.C.G.A. §50-13-4. 

This 21st day of August 2024. 

Posted: August 21, 2024

ohn Fervier 

Chair, State Election Board 

https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments
https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments
mailto:ahardin@sos.ga.gov
https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-events
https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-events


SYNOPSIS OF THE PROPOSED RULE 

OF THE STATE ELECTION BOARD 

RULE 183-1-12-.21 County Participation and Totals Reporting 
 

Purpose: The purpose of the rule is to ensure ongoing transparency in elections during the 

advance and absentee voting period, and on Election Day. Further, it serves to continuously keep 

the public informed on the voting process and election information. 

 

Main Features: This rule requires that, for each primary, general, and runoff election in Georgia, 

registrars must establish a daily reporting system to publicly share the total number of voters 

who have participated, beginning from the start of advance voting. The reports must include 

details on how voters participated (either through advance voting or absentee by mail), and for 

primary elections, they must also specify the number of party or nonpartisan ballots cast. After 

the canvass and computation of votes, excluding certain ballots like provisional or UOCAVA 

ballots, election superintendents must create and post precinct-level vote totals for all contests. 

Both the daily voter participation reports and the final vote totals must be posted on the 

registrar's or county election superintendent's website, or in a public place if no website is 

available. This ensures continuous transparency and public access to election information. 

 

 

COPY OF THE PROPOSED NEW RULE 

 

Rule 183-1-12-.21 County Participation and Totals Reporting 

 

(1) For each primary election and general election and any associated runoffs, no later than the  

beginning of the advance voting period set by OCGA 21-2-385(d), each registrar shall establish a  

method of daily reporting to the public the total number of voters who have participated in the  

election or runoff. 

 

(a) For each primary election and associated runoff, the registrar shall report (1) the total  

number of voters who have participated, (2) the method by which those voters  

participated (advance voting or absentee by mail), (3) the number of political party or  

nonpartisan ballots cast, and (4) the date on which the information was provided.  

 

(b) For each general election and associated runoff, the registrar shall report (1) the total  

number of voters who have participated, (2) the method by which those voters  

participated (advance voting or absentee by mail), and (3) the date on which the  

information was provided. 

 

(2) For each primary election and general election and any associated runoffs, at the conclusion  

of the canvass and computation of votes cast provided for in OCGA 21-2-493(a), with the  

exception of the processing of UOCAVA ballots, provisional ballots, and ballots requiring  

adjudication, the election superintendent shall create a report indicating the vote totals for all  

contests on the ballot by precinct. 

 

(3) The registrar must post the daily reporting information required by paragraph (1) on the  



internet website operated by the registrar or county election superintendent. 

(4) The election superintendent must post the information required by paragraph (2) on the

internet website operated by the county election superintendent.

(5) If a registrar and/or county election superintendent does not operate an internet website, the

registrar must post the daily reporting information required by paragraph (1) and the report

required by paragraph (2) in a public place in its office, accessible 24 hours a day to the public.

(6) The daily reporting information required by paragraph (1) must be updated each day on

which advance voting occurs in the county prior to any primary election, general election, and/or

associated runoffs.

Authority: O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d), O.C.G.A. § 21-2-493(a) 
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STATE ELECTION BOARD 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

Revisions to Subject 183-1-12-.12 Tabulating Results 

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSON AND PARTIES: 

 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the authority set forth below, the Georgia State 

Election Board, (hereinafter “SEB”) proposes the attached amendments to Subject 183-1-12-.12 

(Tabulating Results).  

 

This notice, together with an exact copy of the proposed new rules and a synopsis of the 

proposed rules, is being distributed to all persons who have requested, in writing, that they 

be placed on a distribution list. A copy of this notice, an exact copy of the proposed rule 

amendments, and a synopsis of the proposed rule amendments may be reviewed during 

normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except official 

state holidays, at the Office of the Secretary of State, Elections Division, 2 Martin Luther 

King Jr. Drive, S.E., 8th Floor West Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334. These documents will 

also be available for review on the State Election Board’s web page at: https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-

state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments . Copies may also be requested by contacting the State 

Election Board at: ahardin@sos.ga.gov . 

 

To provide the public an opportunity to comment upon and provide input into the proposed rule 

amendments, a public hearing will be held on Friday, September 20, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will 

take place at the Georgia State Capitol, Room 341.  

 

Information regarding how to join and provide public comment at the meeting will be 

available on the State Election Board’s webpage at: https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-

events . 

 

Public comments given at the meeting will be limited to two minutes per person. Additional comments 

may be given using the following means and must be received by noon on September 19 to be considered 

by the State Election Board: 

• Electronically by emailing SEBPublicComments@sos.ga.gov 

• By mailing comments to: 

State Election Board 

C/O Alexandra Hardin 

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, S.E. 

8th Floor West Tower Suite 802 

Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

This notice is given in compliance with O.C.G.A. §50-13-4. 

 

This 21st day of August 2024. 

 

 

 

Posted: August 21, 2024        

 

 

ohn Fervier 

Chair, State Election Board 

https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments
https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments
mailto:ahardin@sos.ga.gov
https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-events
https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-events


SYNOPSIS OF THE PROPOSED RULE 

OF THE STATE ELECTION BOARD 

RULE 183-1-12-.12 Tabulating Results 
 

Purpose: The purpose of the rule is to ensure that the public is able to readily view the  

Reconciliation Report that is generated, which outlines discrepancies between the total ballots  

cast and the total number of voters credited with voting in each precinct within 30 days of  

certifying election results. 

 

Main Features: The main feature of the amendment to this rule is that the Reconciliation Report 

will be visible to the public via the county election results website or in the county elections 

office. 

 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE EXISTING RULE AND THE PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS OF THE STATE ELECTION BOARD,  

RULE 183-1-12-.12 Tabulating Results 

 

NOTE: Underlined text is proposed to be added.  

 

Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 

 

(e) Reconciliation Report 

 

1. As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election  

results, the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation  

report that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in  

the precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit  

for voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any  

discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the  

aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully  

investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any  

discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report. 

 

2. Upon submission of the completed Reconciliation Report to the Secretary of State, each 

county shall publish the report on their county election results website or post it in their 

elections office. 

 

 

Authority: O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-31, 21-2-493(b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COPY OF THE PROPOSED NEW RULE 

Rule 183-1-12-.12(e) 

(e) Reconciliation Report

1. As soon as possible but no later than 30 days following the certification of election

results, the election superintendent shall transmit to the Secretary of State a reconciliation

report that reconciles the aggregate total of all ballots cast in each precinct as reported in

the precinct-level election results to the aggregate number of voters who received credit

for voting in each precinct on the form made available by the Secretary of State. Any

discrepancies in the aggregate total of ballots cast in each precinct compared to the

aggregate number of voters who received credit for voting in a precinct shall be fully

investigated by the election superintendent or designee. The explanation for any

discrepancy shall be included in the Reconciliation Report.

2. Upon submission of the completed Reconciliation Report to the Secretary of State, each

county shall publish the report on their county election results website or post it in their

elections office.

Authority: O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-31, 21-2-493(b) 
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STATE ELECTION BOARD 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

Revisions to Subject 183-1-14-.02 Advanced Voting 

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSON AND PARTIES: 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the authority set forth below, the Georgia State 

Election Board, (hereinafter “SEB”) proposes the attached revision of Subject 183-1-14-.02 (Advanced 

Voting). 

This notice, together with an exact copy of the proposed new rules and a synopsis of the 

proposed rules, is being distributed to all persons who have requested, in writing, that they 

be placed on a distribution list. A copy of this notice, an exact copy of the proposed rule 

amendments, and a synopsis of the proposed rule amendments may be reviewed during 

normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except official 

state holidays, at the Office of the Secretary of State, Elections Division, 2 Martin Luther 

King Jr. Drive, S.E., 8th Floor West Tower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334. These documents will 

also be available for review on the State Election Board’s web page at: https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-

state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments Copies may also be requested by contacting the State 

Election Board at: ahardin@sos.ga.gov . 

To provide the public an opportunity to comment upon and provide input into the proposed rule 

amendments, a public hearing will be held on Friday, September 20, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. The meeting will 

take place at the Georgia State Capitol, Room 341. 

Information regarding how to join and provide public comment at the meeting will be 

available on the State Election Board’s webpage at: https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-

events 

Public comments given at the meeting will be limited to two minutes per person. Additional comments 

may be given using the following means and must be received by noon on September 19 to be considered 

by the State Election Board: 

• Electronically by emailing SEBPublicComments@sos.ga.gov

• By mailing comments to:

State Election Board

C/O Alexandra Hardin

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, S.E.

8th Floor West Tower Suite 802

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

This notice is given in compliance with O.C.G.A. §50-13-4. 

This 21st day of August 2024. 

Posted: August 21, 2024

ohn Fervier 

Chair, State Election Board 

https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments
https://sos.ga.gov/page/proposed-state-election-board-rules-and-rule-amendments
mailto:ahardin@sos.ga.gov
https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-events
https://sos.ga.gov/page/state-election-board-meetings-events


SYNOPSIS OF THE PROPOSED RULE 

OF THE STATE ELECTION BOARD 

RULE 183-1-14-.02 Advanced Voting 

Purpose: The purpose of the rule is to reconcile tabulator tape ballot counts with scanner ballot 

counts to ensure that the voting system is correctly counting ballots and detect potential errors. 

Main Features: The main feature of this rule amendment is that it requires election officials to 

reconcile the ballot counts from the scanner tabulation tapes, the election counters on the ballot 

scanners, the numbered list of absentee electors, and the absentee ballot recap form. If any 

discrepancies are found, no further action shall be taken until the issue is resolved to the 

satisfaction of the election superintendent.  

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE EXISTING RULE AND THE PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS OF THE STATE ELECTION BOARD, 

RULE 183-1-14-.02 Advanced Voting 

NOTE: Underlined text is proposed to be added. 

RULE 183-1-14-.02(15). 

After verifying the seal number and the integrity of the seal on each ballot scanner, the election 

superintendent or tabulating center personnel shall open each ballot scanner and tum on the 

power. The election superintendent or tabulating center personnel shall then compare the 

numbers shown on the election counters of the ballot scanners with-the numbered list of absentee 

electors and the absentee ballot recap form to verify that there are no discrepancies. If there is a 

discrepancy, no further action shall be taken until the reason for the discrepancy has been 

determined to the satisfaction of the election superintendent. The election superintendent or 

tabulating center personnel shall cause each ballot scanner to print a minimum of three tapes 

showing the vote totals as cast on that ballot scanner. The election superintendent or tabulating 

center personnel shall then record the count of the ballots cast from the scanner tabulation tapes 

and reconcile 1) the count of the ballots cast on the scanner tabulation tapes, 2) the numbers 

shown on the election counters of the ballot scanners, 3) the numbered list of absentee electors, 

and 4) the absentee ballot recap form. If there is a discrepancy, no further action shall be taken 

until the reason for the discrepancy has been determined to the satisfaction of the election 

superintendent. Three witnesses shall sign each of the tapes or shall write on the tapes the reason 

why they will not sign the tapes. One copy of the results tape for each ballot scanner shall be 

made available for the information of the public. One tape shall be placed into an envelope (or 

reusable document storage container suitable for the same purpose), provided by the election 

superintendent along with "poll worker" memory cards from the ballot scanner. The envelope 

shall be sealed by the poll manager and the same two witnesses who signed the tape such that the 

envelope cannot be opened without breaking such seal. The envelope shall be initialed by the 

poll manager and the two witnesses indicating that it contains the correct tape and memory card 

from the indicated ballot scanner. The envelope shall be labelled with the name of the polling 

place, the serial number of the ballot scanner, and the number assigned to the ballot scanner for 



that election. The third tape shall be placed into another envelope with the absentee ballot recap 

form. 

Authority: O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-368, 21-2-379.24. 

COPY OF THE PROPOSED NEW RULE 

RULE 183-1-14-.02(15). 

After verifying the seal number and the integrity of the seal on each ballot scanner, the election 

superintendent or tabulating center personnel shall open each ballot scanner and tum on the 

power. The election superintendent or tabulating center personnel shall then compare the 

numbers shown on the election counters of the ballot scanners with-the numbered list of absentee 

electors and the absentee ballot recap form to verify that there are no discrepancies. If there is a 

discrepancy, no further action shall be taken until the reason for the discrepancy has been 

determined to the satisfaction of the election superintendent. The election superintendent or 

tabulating center personnel shall cause each ballot scanner to print a minimum of three tapes 

showing the vote totals as cast on that ballot scanner. The election superintendent or tabulating 

center personnel shall then record the count of the ballots cast from the scanner tabulation tapes 

and reconcile 1) the count of the ballots cast on the scanner tabulation tapes, 2) the numbers 

shown on the election counters of the ballot scanners, 3) the numbered list of absentee electors, 

and 4) the absentee ballot recap form. If there is a discrepancy, no further action shall be taken 

until the reason for the discrepancy has been determined to the satisfaction of the election 

superintendent. Three witnesses shall sign each of the tapes or shall write on the tapes the reason 

why they will not sign the tapes. One copy of the results tape for each ballot scanner shall be 

made available for the information of the public. One tape shall be placed into an envelope (or 

reusable document storage container suitable for the same purpose), provided by the election 

superintendent along with "poll worker" memory cards from the ballot scanner. The envelope 

shall be sealed by the poll manager and the same two witnesses who signed the tape such that the 

envelope cannot be opened without breaking such seal. The envelope shall be initialed by the 

poll manager and the two witnesses indicating that it contains the correct tape and memory card 

from the indicated ballot scanner. The envelope shall be labelled with the name of the polling 

place, the serial number of the ballot scanner, and the number assigned to the ballot scanner for 

that election. The third tape shall be placed into another envelope with the absentee ballot recap 

form. 

Authority: O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-368, 21-2-379.24.  




