
​February 4, 2026​

​Dear Senator,​

​We are writing to you to urge you to vote NO on S.J.Res. 102/H.J.Res. 142​​. This​
​disapproval resolution is an anti-democratic overreach into local governance issues​
​and would further encroach on DC’s right to manage its own budget.  This resolution​
​would destabilize DC’s finances and impoverish DC’s children.​

​●​ ​First and foremost, DC deserves the same autonomy over our local taxes that​
​all 50 states exercise. Ten states have decoupled from various provisions in the​
​OBBBA for their own various reasons (CA, CO, DE, DC, IL, HI, ME, MD, MI, PA,​
​RI), because different jurisdictions face different economic concerns. DC must​
​have the power to regulate our local taxes. The disapproval resolution is the​
​very definition of TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION.​

​●​ ​Second, DC’s bill raises 1 in 5 of our children out of poverty, which will create a​
​more equitable future for our capital and contribute to public safety.​

​●​ ​Third, if Congress denies DC hundreds of millions of our revenue, DC likely will​
​face another bond rating downgrade as happened last year after the​
​continuing resolution slashed $1.1 billion out of our budget. DC has excellent​
​financial management and balances its budget every year, but federal​
​interference in the stability of DC revenue lowers confidence that DC can meet​
​its financial obligations.​

​●​ ​Fourth, it is already tax season. Tax forms have been created using DC’s new​
​tax structure. Reversing changes in the tax code at this moment would create​
​chaos for DC residents.​

​This resolution would undermine priorities set by the duly elected DC Council. We​
​thank the Senate for unanimously passing the DC Local Funds Act last year to​
​prevent a similar financial hit on DC’s budget.​ ​We,​​the undersigned national​
​organizations, urge you and all Senators to be strong allies to DC and oppose SJR​
​102.​

​We have seen what the Trump administration’s interference in local law governance​
​has done so far. Communities have been terrorized by federal agents’ race-based​
​targeting of residents and National Guard soldiers carrying weapons of war in DC​
​streets.​



​This bill is only the most imminent threat facing DC. Many more bills and​
​appropriations riders are in the pipeline. In solidarity with the people of the District of​
​Columbia and our national democracy, we, the undersigned, call on you to side with​
​DC and oppose every bill and rider that seeks to prohibit, restrict, or undo DC’s laws,​
​and co-sponsor and support all bills that seek to expand DC's local power.​

​DC needs more local power — not more attacks.​​The​​700,000 people who live in​
​DC deserve the same rights and dignity as the people in your state. No democracy​
​will be able to function in the United States if the capital city is under military control,​
​cannot pass or enact its own basic laws, and is subject to anti-democratic​
​interference against the will of the people.​

​Thank you for your attention and swift action on this matter.​

​Sincerely,​

​Free DC,​​and​
​ACLU-D.C.​
​All Souls Church Unitarian, Washington, DC​
​American Federation of Teachers | AFT​
​Asbury United Methodist Church–DC​
​Ayuda​
​Black Voters Matter Fund​
​Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP)​
​Chesapeake Climate Action Network​
​Choose Democracy​
​Clearinghouse on Women’s Issues​
​Coalition on Human Needs​
​Council for Court Excellence​
​DC Action​
​DC Appleseed Center for Law & Justice​
​DC Democratic State Committee​
​DC Fiscal Policy Institute​
​D.C. Hunger Solutions​
​DC Jobs With Justice​
​DC Statehood PAC​
​DC Vote​
​Declaration for American Democracy Coalition​
​Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund​
​DMV Bund​
​First Focus Campaign for Children​
​George Washington University Latino Medical Student Organization​



​Jewish Voice for Peace-DC Metro​
​Jews United for Justice​
​Kids Can’t Wait​
​League of Conservation Voters​
​League of Women Voters of the District of Columbia​
​League of Women Voters of the United States​
​Legal Aid DC​
​Long Live GoGo​
​Metropolitan African Methodist Episcopal Church​
​Metropolitan Washington Council, AFL-CIO​
​More Than Our Crimes​
​Movement for Freedom​
​National Education Association​
​National Health Law Program​
​National Women’s Law Center Action Fund​
​Neighbors United for DC Statehood​
​NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice​
​People For the American Way​
​People Power United​
​Public Advocacy for Kids (PAK)​
​Public Citizen​
​Rogan’s List​
​Service Employees International Union (SEIU)​
​SPACEs in Action​
​Third Act DC​
​Tzedek DC​
​Understanding US​
​Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice​
​Ward 3 Democratic Committee​
​Women’s March​

​To learn more about Free DC, the renewed campaign for DC autonomy, visit​
​freedcproject.org​​. For follow up questions or additional​​information to inform your​
​votes, contact Free DC’s Congress Working Group Co-chairs, Michelle Chappell and​
​Jacqueline Johnson, at​​congress@freedcproject.org​​.​

​--​
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