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February 2, 2017 

 

To:    Members of the U.S. House of Representatives 

 

From:    Chris Carson, President   

 

Re:      Repealing the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

 

Millions of Americans are counting on you not to disrupt their health insurance.  The League 

of Women Voters urges you to ensure that a full replacement plan for the Affordable Care 

Act (ACA) is in place before repealing any of its elements. 

 

The ACA has successfully provided health care coverage to tens of millions of Americans 

who previously went without.  This resulted in significant improvements in people's health 

and their sense of well-being.  Accordingly, the League strongly supports the ACA and 

believes that fine-tuning is needed to improve the law rather than repeal.   

 

Understanding, however, that many in Congress support "repeal and replacement," the 

League urges you to retain several essential elements of the ACA that are critical to 

protecting people's health: 

 

1. Guarantee that pre-existing conditions can’t be used as a reason to deny coverage or 

raise rates.  Too many people were unable to gain or afford coverage before the ACA due to 

pre-existing conditions, and their health and budgets were severely impacted.   

    

2. Ensure that health insurance rates and access do not discriminate against women.  

The health needs of women, including preventative care, are different than for men and they 

should not be penalized for this fact. 

 

3. Allow young adults to remain on their parent’s plan until age 26.  This reform has 

brought health care coverage to many and helped balance overall costs as well. 

 

4. Coverage of preventive care, limits on out-of-pocket costs, and a prohibition on life-

time insurance caps are basic reforms that help stop illness and disease before they worsen 

and become more expensive. 

 

5. Ensure that Medicaid recipients can continue to receive full health care services.  

Medicaid expansion has brought better health in states that have opted in, and should be 

retained.  In any case, Medicaid should not be turned into a block grant since that will both 

cut back significantly on health coverage and be costly to the states.   

 

Repeal of the Affordable Care Act would leave millions of Americans uninsured, in poor 

health and one emergency away from financial ruin.  Repeal with a mere promise of 

replacement would severely impact and disrupt health insurance markets and thus threaten 

people’s health and pocket books.   

 

The League of Women Voters urges you to ensure that basic protections are in place before 

significant changes are made in the ACA.   
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