May 22, 2016

Secretary Zinke
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Zinke,

On behalf of the millions of Americans we represent, we write in opposition to expanded oil and
gas drilling and seismic testing in public waters off our nation’s coasts. Offshore drilling brings
unacceptable risks to our oceans, coastal residents, communities, existing economies, and our
climate.

Our oceans belong to us—the American people—and should be preserved and protected, not
turned over to private companies for their short-term and short-sighted financial gain. Our future
depends on clean renewable energy, not sacrificing our precious waters for oil that harms our
families’ health and pollutes our oceans.

Expanding drilling into our Arctic, Atlantic, Eastern Gulf of Mexico and Pacific waters—still
largely unspoiled by drilling’s inherent hazards and harms—would put our coastal residents,
businesses, oceans, and climate at grave risk. Exposing the Gulf of Mexico to additional drilling
would further burden residents with the pollution and risks that have already caused great, lasting
harm to the region.

Expanded drilling will only exacerbate climate change, locking in decades of carbon pollution
and contributing to the sea level rise, increased asthma attacks, and extreme weather that come
from carbon pollution. It also threatens to oil the beaches and wildlife that depend on a healthy
ocean, wreaking havoc on ecosystems and local businesses and residents alike. The seismic
airgun testing that often precedes offshore oil and gas development is so loud that it injures or
kills marine life, including imperiled sea mammals and important fisheries.

The fossil fuel industry has already stockpiled many decades' worth of oil. We simply do not
need to put our precious ocean heritage at risk, just to perpetuate their dirty energy business.
Instead, we must make smarter energy choices for our future by investing more in renewable
sources, such as wind and solar power and efficiency, that are clean, provide good jobs, and
create real, positive, global leadership for America. Clean energy is now the fastest-growing and
cheapest source of power in the country. Far more Americans want to preserve our oceans than
sell them to oil companies to exploit. Forsaking our oceans for more drilling will only leave us
vulnerable to disasters that put at risk our oceans, beaches, marine life, and the livelihood of the
millions who depend on healthy oceans for fishing, recreation, and tourism dollars.



Finally, our country’s recent moves to reduce the footprint and risks of offshore drilling as we

clean up our energy act are the result of a painstaking, multi-year public review process that
documented a groundswell of bipartisan support for a new direction. They represent a
foundation that should be built upon, not rejected at the behest of a handful of private oil

companies.

We urge you to respect the local residents, businesses, and millions of Americans who have
already made clear their support for preserving, not drilling off our nation’s beaches.

Sincerely,
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Walk For Mother Earth Washington Conservation Voters
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Cc:

Senator Lisa Murkowski, Chairwoman, Senate Committee on Energy & Natural
Resources

Senator Maria Cantwell, Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Energy & Natural
Resources

Representative Rob Bishop, Chairman, House Committee on Natural Resources

Representative Raul Grijalva, Ranking Member, House Committee on Natural
Resources



